
Kathy Whylie 
 

Kathy Whylie’s favorite thing about the Tahoma School District is the feeling of family. 

“I feel this sense of community here in Tahoma more than in any other district I have 

worked in,” Kathy said. “I am so very fortunate to have had the opportunity to work 

with such a dedicated and collaborative group of people who want what is best for 

students to be the driver for our work.” 

She started working for Tahoma in the Talented and Gifted Program in 1994. She 

taught fifth and sixth grade gifted students in Tahoma as well as middle school math 

and junior high math. For the past 10 years, she has served as a secondary math coach 

for Tahoma. Before joining the TSD, she worked in the Mead School District and the 

Sumner School District. 

 

“I always feel blessed to have had such a rewarding career in public education,” Kathy 

added. 

Summit Trail Middle School teacher Tara Fox described Kathy this way: “Imagine a 

Venn diagram with three circles.  One circle is for educators who keep kids at the 

center of their thoughts, and influence our work with that in mind. The second circle is 

for coaches who take care of their teachers, knowing that our well-being is crucial for 

any student-centered strategy’s success. The third circle is for people who draw others 

together by way of their energy, intelligence, and open-hearted nature. Kathy Whylie, 

my uniquely wonderful friend and colleague, is that rare creature who belongs at the 

intersection of those circles.” 

Sean Cassidy said that Kathy has been the ideal coach for a principal to work with. “We 

have learned and led together. Her experience and instructional knowledge is only 

surpassed by her grace and kindness. We wish her all the best and good health in her 

retirement!” 

Lisa Williamson, a math teacher at Maple View Middle School, said Kathy has an 

amazing way of proactively supporting and advocating for teachers and students. “She 

is so knowledgeable about best practices for student learning and skilled at promoting 

those practices in a kind and thoughtful way that always helps teachers feel supported 

and cared about,” Lisa said. “She is always anticipating how she can provide 

meaningful support for needs we don’t even know that we will have months in 

advance.  I will really miss working with Kathy!” 

Kathy said she is looking forward to traveling in retirement. We thank you for being a 

part of our district, and for multiplying the math skills of so many students and 

teachers, Kathy! We wish you well in your travels, and we hope you always remember 

your Tahoma family. 

 


